Foothills Elementary
Safety/Ownership/Accountability/Respect
At Foothills we “SOAR”.
NEWSLETTER #3
WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL!

DECEMBER 2RD 2021

Friday, December 3rd
Primary CSL Day
No school for
Primary Students

Monday, Dec. 6th
Physical Literacy with
Joe Flavel
Music with Julie Fisher

Friday, December 10th

Hadih (Hello) Giscome Families!
November ends and December begins! It is hard to believe there are only 11 days of
school left before winter break. We have crafts and theme days planned for the
month of December, as well as a winter carnival. The temperatures are starting to
drop. With that, comes the need for students to come to school with the appropriate
outerwear, hats, mitts/gloves, warm coats and footwear. Please label all items.
Our Sincerest Thank you!
We would like to say a heartfelt thank you to some very special supporters! Their
thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated!
Thank you…


Giscome community for purchasing Purdy’s Chocolates. It was a very
successful fundraiser. Your support provides opportunities for our students.



Giscome PAC for organizing hot lunches



Telus Ambassadors generously donated $250 towards our breakfast program.



Canadian Federation of University Women – UNBC - generously donated $200
towards our breakfast program.

Pajama Day

Friday, December 17th
Winter Carnival - 12:30
Parents welcome!

Dec. 20th – January 3rd
Winter Break - No School

WATER BOTTLES
Just a friendly reminder
for your child to bring
a water bottle to school.

Giscome PAC
The PAC would like to offer a friendly reminder to send/e-transfer the money for hot
lunches with the form. If you need to make alternate arrangements for payment,
please contact the PAC directly at GiscomePAC@outlook.com.
A friendly reminder: Please put all money for fundraising or hot lunches in a labelled
envelope or bag. 😊
Winter Carnival!
On December 17th at 12:30, staff, students and PAC would like to invite families to a
Winter Carnival! There will be games, songs and fun had by all! More details to come.
Mussicho (Thank you very much),
Newsletters
are sent
email and posted on our school website
Kristen Helfrich,
Vicevia
Principal
(https://www.sd57.bc.ca/school/gisc/Pages/default.aspx#/=).
Kristy Greenfield, Principal
Please contact the office @ (250) 963-7060 to have your email added to our contact list!

Need to Knows:

Communicating Student Learning (CSL)
Contact Giscome
Elementary at
Phone: 250-568-2204
Website:
http://www.sd57.bc.ca/
school/gisc
Newsletters are sent
home via email and
the website!
We are a NUT FREE
school!

Giscome
PAC
Chair- Michelle Dunphy
Vice Chair- Pirie MacDonald
Treasurer – Autumn Ford
Secretary – Keisha McMaster
Check us out on
Facebook Giscome
Elementary School PAC PG

Medical Alerts
Please inform the
school of any
emergent medical
issues regarding your
child ASAP.

Safe Start
If your child is going
to be late or absent,
please call the school
and leave a message,
complete with your
child`s full name,
grade, and teacher.
Office staff make calls
home for those
students not in
attendance to ensure
their safety and
whereabouts.

A formal, written CSL will be coming home just before the winter break. These
written communications get placed in your child’s student file. You are
welcome to keep the communication that is coming home but please sign
and return the parent page. You may request an interview with your child’s
teacher on the parent page should you need.

and Safety Need to
Knows:

You may notice that not all subjects will be included in this first written CSL. All
communications for all students will include math, English Language Arts and
comments describing your child as a learner. The inclusion of other subjects
will be at the discretion of the classroom teacher. Not all subjects are ready
for communicating at the same time, thus the need for flexibility. As math
and English are the foundations for the other subject areas, they will be
reported on in each formal CSL.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s
teacher.

Indigenous Corner
The Giving Tree

DAILY HEALTH CHECK
KEY SYMPTOMS OF ILLNESS
Fever (above 38°C)
Chills
Cough

WHAT TO DO
If yes to 1 or more of these symptoms:
Stay home. Contact a health care provider or call 8-1-1 about your
symptoms and next steps.

Difficulty breathing
Loss of sense of smell or taste
OTHER SYMPTOMS
Sore throat
Loss of appetite
Headache
Body aches
Extreme fatigue or tiredness
Nausea or vomiting

WHAT TO DO
If yes to 1 symptom:
Stay home until you feel better.
If yes to 2 or more of these symptoms:
Stay home for 24 hours. If symptoms don't get better or get worse,
contact a health care provider or call 8-1-1 about your symptoms and
next steps.

Diarrhea
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL:
Have you returned from travel
outside Canada in the last 14
days?

WHAT TO DO
If yes:
Fully vaccinated students, staff and other adults who have travelled
outside of Canada may qualify for the fully vaccinated traveller
exemption.
Students, staff and other adults who are not fully vaccinated and have
travelled outside of Canada CANNOT attend school for 14 days after
arrival, as part of federal requirements.

CLOSE CONTACT
Have you been notified by
public health that you are a
close contact of a person
confirmed to have COVID-19?

WHAT TO DO
If yes:
Follow the instructions provided by Public Health.

You can also check your symptoms with the K-12 Health Check or the BC Self-Assessment Tool.
Call 8-1-1 with any questions about symptoms of illness. If you have severe symptoms, like difficulty breathing
(struggling to breathe or you can only speak single words) or chest pain, call 9-1-1 or go to the nearest Emergency
Department.
Visit the BC Centre for Disease Control website for more information on COVID-19.

Please check BCCDC’s Symptoms of COVID-19 regularly to ensure the list is up to date.

Updated September 22, 2021

https://www.sd57.bc.ca/Board/Policies/Policylisting/Documents/3541.35%20Winter%20Weather.pdf
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 57 (PRINCE GEORGE) Transportation Department
2100 Ferry Avenue, Prince George, B.C. V2L 4R5 Phone: 250-561-6802
Fax: 250-561-6809 www.sd57.bc.ca

Bus Transportation
Bus routes will be established in accordance with the School Act and regulations where the Board determines that this
is the most reasonable and practical approach. In making its decision, the Board will consider the costs, distances,
road conditions and number of students involved. Vehicles used to transport students must comply with the
requirements of the Motor Vehicle Act, the Motor Carrier Act and the School Act.
Bus schedules established annually are subject to change if circumstances require. All times are approximate and
subject to adjustments as required.
School Busing—Notes to Parents
•

Parents should ensure that children know when and where to get on and off the bus, the route it will take and
the arrangements for their safe return from the bus stop to their home.

•

Kindergarten students must be accompanied both to and from the bus stop by a responsible adult, to one drop
off location only. If an adult or authorized individual does not meet the “K” student, the student will be
returned to their school.

•

Students should be at their bus stop five (5) minutes ahead of the scheduled departure time. Drivers may
notify the School and the School District with a “Bus Conduct Notice” if a student has arrived late for the bus on
more than one occasion.

•

Under no circumstances should children run to catch the bus.

•
•

Children should know their bus route number.
Students are to use only their assigned bus and regular bus stop. This stop will be the closest stop to the
student’s registered home address. Should a student need to ride a different bus for a special reason, the
parent must provide the school principal with a dated, signed note explaining the reasons for the request for
approval.

•
•

Make certain that your children are properly dressed, in case of emergencies during cold or wet weather.
Accept responsibility for the proper conduct of your children before boarding a bus, during the daily trips and
upon discharge. Parents will be responsible for any damage to a bus by their children.

•
•

Encourage children to obey all traffic rules and school bus regulations.
Children are expected to proceed directly from the bus to their destination.

What Can I Take With Me on the Bus?
For safety purposes, the Canadian Standards and Motor Vehicle Act do not permit equipment such as skis, poles,
toboggans, sleds, skateboards, scooters, hockey sticks, baseball bats, long umbrellas, etc., on a regular school bus.
Only musical instruments that fit safely on a student’s lap or in their backpack may be transported by bus. Animals
are never allowed on the bus. Roller blades cannot be worn on the bus.
Skates must have skate guards or be carried in a gear bag. Students shall ensure that they have nothing in their
possession that may cause injury to others. Other than schoolbooks, items can be no larger than what can be
safely placed on the student’s lap and cannot project into an aisle.
Winter Weather
Student safety shall be the primary concern that determines actions taken as a result of cold or inclement winter
weather. Schools shall not be closed because of cold or inclement weather.
School bus service shall be cancelled for the day on a route considered to be too dangerous due to snow or ice
conditions.
In case of school bus delay or cancellation, announcements shall be made via the local radio stations on the
affected day. My school bus monitor is available for parents to monitor delays at
http://www.myschoolbusmonitor.ca
The decision to keep a student at home for the day due to winter weather conditions shall be made by the
parent/guardian.

Students shall not be expected to wait for a school bus more than fifteen (15) minutes past the scheduled pick-up
time. If the bus has not arrived by that time, students should return to their homes or another prearranged place
of shelter. It is the parents’ responsibility to ensure that students are appropriately dressed for winter conditions.
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Page 1 of 2 Transportation Assistance Allowance:
Parents may apply for Transportation Assistance Allowance if their children are eligible for transportation services
and where the Board has determined that establishing bus service is neither practical nor economical. Parents of
students living more than 3.2 km from the nearest existing bus route may also apply for the allowance.
Conveyance of Non-Entitled (Courtesy) Students:
Non-registered students MUST provide a signed note from their parent/guardian requesting permission to ride on a
school bus to the school office for authorization.
Registered bus students wanting to disembark at a stop other than their designated stop MUST provide a signed
note from their parent/guardian to the school office for authorization.
Safety on the Bus:
School buses are an extension of the school and students remain under the jurisdiction of the school district while
on the bus. Misbehavior by a student, on a school bus, shall be reported in writing by the bus driver to the
student’s principal and the SD57 Transportation Administrator.
If, in the opinion of the bus driver, a student’s behavior is jeopardizing the safety of other students riding on a bus,
the driver may proceed to the nearest school for the support of school district personnel.
Students shall refrain from practices that endanger themselves or others and shall show respect for the rights and
property of others.
CODE OF CONDUCT
The SD57 Transportation Administrator and the District are committed to school transportation that respects these
core values:
SAFETY - RESPECT – RESPONSIBILITY
Students are responsible to:
1.

The SD57 Transportation Administrator and the District are committed to school transportation that respects three
core values:
SAFETY, RESPECT and RESPONSIBILITY.
1.1.

Students are responsible to:
1.1.1.

Follow the driver’s directions the FIRST time they are given.

1.1.2.

Keep their hands, feet and objects to themselves.

1.1.3.

Stay in their seats unless directed to do otherwise.

1.1.4.

Talk quietly, using only appropriate language.

1.1.5.

Be at the bus stop five minutes before scheduled leave time.

1.1.6.

Not eat or drink on the bus, without prior approval from the bus driver.

1.1.7.

Not bully or intimidate others.

1.1.8.

Not smoke, vape, take drugs or alcohol on the bus or at the bus stop.

1.2.

Non-registered riders MUST provide a note from their parent, signed by the Principal, in order to ride on a
school bus.

1.3.

Students wanting to disembark at a stop other than their designated stop must provide a permission slip,
signed by the Principal.

2.

Student behaviour that contravenes the above values or whose actions distract the driver, cause or have the
potential to cause harm or discomfort to themselves or others, is subject to consequences, which includes the
following:
2.1.

Verbal warning from the bus driver (initially, in routine situations).

2.2.

Issue of a School Bus Conduct Notice by the School Principal or the SD57 Transportation Administrator
outlining the misconduct and determined intervention.

ONLINE DELAY NOTIFICATIONS
At Diversified Transportation, we strive for safe and punctual service. In the event that a route is delayed 10+ minutes,
our Drivers are required to contact our dispatch centre and delays will be posted.

To sign up for email notifications:
1.
2.
3.

Please log on to
www.diversifiedbus.ca

DIVERSIFIED

Click on "Services"

Select "Student
Transportation" 4 Click on
Notifications"
5. Type your email
6. Confirm your email
7. Enter carrier profile. It is

"Delay

"dtlbc".

8. Click on "confirm".
9. Click "next"
10. Select the school that

belongs to the

11.

receive

route you wish to select.
Select the route you wish to
notifications.

12. Click on "add"
13. Repeat steps 10-12 for any routes you need.

There is NO LIMIT to how many family members/students can sign up for delay notifications.

Please contact us @ 250-563-5431 if you have any questions.

If you wish to monitor any delays without registering for the above service, please log on to:
http://www.myschoolbusmonitor.ca/

Type the name of the school the bus provides service for. Any buses transporting students to that school will be displayed
as well as their status.

Winter Weather is upon us! Please ensure your child is dressed appropriately for all types of weather conditions.
Please click on the link below to read about School District 57’s Winter Weather Policy:

https://www.sd57.bc.ca/Board/Policies/Policylisting/Documents/3541.35%20Winter%20Weather.pdf

THE MIDDLE YEARS DEVELOPMENT INSTRUMENT (MDI) IS COMING TO YOUR SCHOOL IN JANUARY/FEBRUARY!
School District #57 has partnered with the Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP) at the University of British Columbia to measure and promote
children’s social and emotional development, health, well-being, and assets through the Middle Year Development Instrument (MDI). The Middle Years
Development Instrument (MDI) is a self-report questionnaire that asks children in middle childhood about their thoughts, feelings and experiences. The
MDI is the first survey of its kind to gather information about the lives of children both in school, in the home and in the community, from their own
perspective. The survey questions align with the BC Ministry of Education’s K-12 curriculum, which includes a focus on promoting children’s personal and
social competencies.
Grade 5 students are invited to complete the MDI during class time between:
January 11th and February 28th, 2022.

For more information and to view the questionnaires:
http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/mdi/
Parent FAQs:
http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/mdi/parent-guardian-resources/

If you don’t want your child to participate, please contact your child’s teacher, fill out the withdrawal form at the end of the parent/guardian
informed passive consent letter, or contact the MDI project staff at mdi@help.ubc.ca.

