NOVEMBER

We are already into November, September and October have come and gone. Hopefully everyone had a fun
and safe Halloween. October was a busy month at Duchess Park We were able to host our Parent Teacher
night in person again, Grade Eight electives rotated, volleyball teams participated in and hosted
tournaments, football was played at Masich Place. Things are slowly moving back to normal.
Northern Health continues to closely monitor the COVID 19 situation. Although school requirements have
stayed fairly consistent, things may change with short notice. We ask you continue to do daily health checks
with your child before attending every morning, and your child to continue wearing mask inside as mask
requirements have not changed. Hand washing and sanitizing continue to be encouraged. As students become more and more used to mask requirements, we are having to remind fewer and fewer students.
Students who are in Grade 11 and 12 who have not yet written their Grade 10 Numeracy and Literacy
assessments are scheduled to write the first week of November. Please check your email and talk to your
child to see if they have been notified. If you have not received an email, or your child been notified, your
child does not need to do this. Report cards are going home November 25. If you have any questions, please
contact your child’s classroom teacher. Quarter electives rotate the second week of November. There is a
PAC meeting November 16. Remembrance Day is November 11, as it falls on a Thursday there is no school
that day. November 26 is a Non-Instructional day and there are no classes that day either.
Our School Plan for Student Success is posted on the school website, and we will continue the engagement
process with our Stakeholder and Rightsholder groups in the coming months. This plan is based on the
five-year School District 57 Strategic Plan
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IMPORTANT DATES 2021-2022

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

1-5

Grad Photo Bookings at Lunch time

10

E2 / Q1 ends

11

Remembrance Day No School

16

PAC meeting at 6:30 pm

26

Non Instructional Day

14

Grade 8 E3 ends

14

PAC meeting at 6:30 pm

16

Locker Cleanout

17

Condor Classic Tournament

17

Last day of classes before Winter Break

4

Classes Resume

18

PAC meeting at 6:30 pm

Culinary Arts Concession
Our Culinary Arts class will be serving lunch on Tuesdays & Thursdays for $5.00 a meal at the
concession. You can either order daily or buy a punch card from the front office.
These lunches are made from scratch from our students. Come out and enjoy a delicious lunch and
support your Condors!
ÉCOLE DUCHESS PARK PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL
This supportive group of parents meets monthly to provide advice, ideas and encouragement to our school. They
also provide three parent representatives for our School Planning Council - a group that provides goal-setting direction as we develop our School Plan for Student Success. Our new school plan has individual department goals
that focus on improving student achievement through an increased level of professional collaboration.
The next Parent Advisory Council meeting is on November 16th @ 6:30pm in the Libr ar y or ZOOM. All ar e
welcome.

ATTENDANCE AND LATE POLICY
If your child will be away, please inform the office via signed note, email at office@duch.sd57.bc.ca or call
250-563-7124. If no reason is entered by the office in our system, you may receive an automatic call informing you
that your child was away from school that day.
Late Policy:
While occasional lateness may occur for good reasons, repeated lateness will not be tolerated. All incidents of
lateness must be explained and teachers may require a note from student’s parent/guardian or from a teacher who has
detained you in a previous class.
Students who arrive late to school must:
 go to the office if they have an excused note from their parent or guardian.
 go directly to class if they do not have an excused note.
Should you have an appointment, or must leave the school at anytime during school hours,
please bring a note to the office from a parent. Office personnel will issue a permission slip to you.
Student Sign In/Sign Out Procedure:
 Students arriving after the first period or leaving during school hours must report to the office with a note and
receive a slip to give to the subject teacher.
Students who have a problem with lateness may be assigned to Thursday School, or serve a detention.

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT—“COURTESY” BUS SERVICE 2021-2022

School bussing is designed to serve children residing along specific routes. Students may register on ONE bus route
only, their RESIDENT route. Parents wishing their children to use the service as a COURTESY to or from a CHILD
CARE stop or a 2ND ALTERNATE FAMILY address must complete a "COURTESY" transportation request form
and submit it to the Transportation Department on an ANNUAL basis for approval. COURTESY
request forms may be obtained from the students' school office.
For further information, please call the Transportation Department at 250-561-6802.

Alternative to Suspension at the Y
This year we have partnered with the Y to offer an alternative to out of school suspension at home. Students who
meet the criteria would spend their suspension time with qualified staff from the Y to work on the skills and strategies
that will prevent future issues and be a great benefit to the students who go through the program.
We are also bringing back Thursday school as a measure to deal with minor discipline and attendance issues. We will
use this opportunity to build connections with the students and offer support in any work they bring with them.
Thursday school can be an effective intervention for students if it is supported by parents/guardians.

NEED TO KNOW
Student Recognition
As we learn more about assessment and growth mindset, we are looking closely at how we recognize
student achievement at Duchess Park. We will be basing our recognition on student attributes without a
focus on grades and percentages. We believe that students who develop the attributes we plan to recognize
will be successful in school and beyond. This is also a recognition that is attainable by all the students in
our school. We will be making a presentation at the next PAC meeting about our plans and the rationale
behind them.

Volleyball
Volleyball has District and Zone Championships this month.
Senior Girls in Quesnel - Nov. 19/20
Senior Boys at College Hts Nov. 19/20
Junior Girls at DPTodd Nov. 12/13
Junior Boys at STKR Nov. 12/13
Junior B Girls Districts at PGSS Nov. 19/20
Junior B Boys Districts at STKR Nov. 12/13
Grade 8 Girls at Cedars Nov. 26/27
Grade 8 Boys at College Hts Nov. 26/27

Football
Football Championship game. Friday November 5th, 2021 at 7:00 pm @ Masich Place Stadium
All spectators must be double vaccinated

GRAD INFO
There will be a mandatory grad meeting on Wednesday, November 10th at 2pm in the theatre. Topics will
include the valedictory ceremony, grad executive and scholarships. All grade 12
students should attend.
Thompson Rivers University will be at Duchess Park on Wednesday, December 15th.

NEED TO KNOW

Student Parking
Students may use the student parking lot, located north of the building. Cars that block other cars from leaving the lot
may be towed at the driver’s expense. Students who abuse safe driving rules will have the use of the lot suspended.
Students may not be loitering in the student parking lot during class time. This is a measure to prevent vandalism to
cars, etc.
Students may use the staff and visitor parking lot after 4:00 p.m. on school days, on holidays or weekends. The staff and
visitor parking lot is reserved for Teachers, Teaching Teachers on Call and Guests from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., when
school is in session, or on non-instructional days. If the student parking lot is full, there is plenty of street parking on the
right side of 6th Avenue and Renwick crescent and students may also park in the last row of the staff and visitor parking
lot; using any other parking stall may result in the vehicle being towed away at the driver’s expense.

Parking Lot Safety
For the safety of our students, we are asking that the use of the staff’s parking lot be minimized. The parking lot is
available to staff and visitors. When all the parking lot stalls are occupied, please do not idle or park your vehicle in
areas that are not for parking.

Bus Lane
The bus lane is for our student busses and need to be kept clear of parked vehicles. The bus will need to have clear
access to park and maneuver through the lane. Please do not use this area as a student pick up or drop off during the
posted times.

Medical Alerts And Medication At School
If your child has a medical alert or requires medication, please pick up the required forms from the office. We require
new forms at the start of every year or when there is a change in the student’s condition.

Telephone Calls & Messages
Student use of the Office Phone is a PRIVILEGE. Students may not use the Office Phone during class time except in the
case of an emergency. (A note from the classroom teacher is required). The school cannot accept the responsibility for
relaying telephone messages to students except in emergency cases. Students should advise parents, friends and
employers of this policy.

Volunteers
At the start of every school year, anyone who is volunteering and driving students must fill out the volunteer forms that
are available at the office. The office requires all of the following to be completed before any event: Criminal Record
check (good for 3 years), Volunteer Application, Volunteer Driver Application, Driver’s Abstract, Copy of vehicle’
Insurance and a Copy of a driver’s license .

GUIDELINES FOR STUDENT ACCESS TO COMPUTER NETWORKS

Introduction
Computers in schools provide access to a wide range of resources including software programs, library
catalogues, the Internet and, in some cases, email.
Schools are committed to ensuring that their network systems are used appropriately to address educational
goals and that all students are aware of their responsibilities for acceptable use of computer networks.
Students are given direct instruction on the safe use of the Internet and network communications while using
technology.
User Responsibilities








To use computer networks for educational purposes.
To respect copyright laws.
To respect the privacy of others.
To follow established guidelines for computer use and etiquette.
To report violations to teachers or supervisors or the school administration.
To use the Internet safely and responsibly and to immediately leave any site that
contains inappropriate content.
To adhere to the BC Human Rights Code particularly the prohibition of discrimination on
the basis of an individual’s or group’s race, color, ancestry, place of origin, religion,
marital status, family status, physical or mental disability, sex or sexual orientation or age.
Unacceptable Uses













Using networks for non-education purposes.
Deliberately damaging equipment or disruption network performance and services.
Wasting resources such as paper or time.
Accessing, damaging or destroying the files of another user.
Bullying or harassment of others.
Using language that may be offensive to others.
Using networks for unlawful purposes.
Using networks to access or distribute inappropriate material, including material that is obscene, pornographic,
threatening or racially offensive.
Using unauthorized copies of information or software.
Failing to immediately leave an inappropriate Internet site.
Plagiarism or unauthorized use of someone else’s work.
Possible Consequences of Unacceptable Student Use





Loss of network privileges.
Disciplinary action through the school or district code of conduct.
Financial liability for damaged equipment.

2021-2022 BELL SCHEDULE (322 min/day)
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,

WARNING BELL

7:10

7:15 – 8:35

80 min.

8:35 – 8:40

5 MIN.

Period 1

8:40 – 10:01

81 min.

BREAK

10:01 – 10:06

5 MIN.

10:06 – 11:26

80 min.

11:26 – 12:11

45 MIN.

12:11 – 1:32

81 min.

BREAK

1:32 – 1:37

5 MIN.

Period 4

1:37 – 2:57

80 min.

Period Y

3:02 – 4:22

80 min.

Period X
BREAK

Period 2

L U N C H
WARNING BELL
Period 3

2021-2022 BELL SCHEDULE (322 min/day)
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
WARNING BELL

7:10

7:15 – 8:35

80 min.

BREAK

8:35 – 8:40

5

Period 1

8:40 – 9:46

66 min

Period X

BREAK

9:46 – 9:51

5

N
N

Period 2

9:51 – 10:56

65 min.

L U N C H

10:56 – 11:41

45

WARNING BELL

Period 3

11:41 – 12:47

66 min.

BREAK

12:47 – 12:52

5

Period 4

12:52 – 1:57

65 min.

Teacher/Student Diversified Learning Time

1:57 – 2:57

60 MIN.

Period Y

3:02 – 4:22

80 min.

N

Exposure Notifications
Northern Health will closely monitor transmissions in school settings and will contact those who they
have determined to be at risk. BCCDC has online resources for parents and students, about safety
measures in schools, attending school safely and what happens when there is a case of COVID-19.
These resources may be helpful to you.
Northern Health will also be posting exposure information on their website. Please visit Northern
Health’s school exposures page for more information.
As this pandemic continues, safety remains a priority. We will continue to share information as it
becomes available. We – as staff, students, parents, and caregivers - need to work together as a
community to get through this difficult time.

