December 7, 2017

Here’s what’s happening at Ron Brent School!
http://www.sd57.bc.ca/school/ronb
Dec 14

Bannock Sale at 2:45pm

Dec 18—Jan 1 Winter Break—No school for students
Jan 2

Back to school for all students

Jan 29

Non-Instructional Day—No school for students

Feb 12

Family Day—No school for students

Feb 26

Primary report writing day—No school for K to grade 3 students

Mar 19-30

Spring Break—No school for students

Student Safety: For personal safety, students are to arrive no earlier than 8:20am when
supervision begins. There is no supervision before this time.

Principal’s message: as we appr oach the holiday season, please take a few
minutes to remind your children about safe walking to and from school. We have
had several reports from concerned motorists about students running across
Victoria St. and crossing at intersections against a red light. We will continue to
work with the City, ICBC, and the RCMP on traffic safety at the school.
Best wishes for a safe, happy, and healthy Christmas break.
Mr. Watt, Principal

WINTER WEATHER - Dress for the weather, colder
weather is here! Remember to wear: hats, toques,
mittens, rain jackets or winter jackets, rain or snow pants
and boots.

NO CHIPS or POP at school. As a healthy school we
ask parents not to pack their child chips or pop. Please
provide healthy snacks and lunches for your child.

Safe Arrival/Phone-In Program for Student Absences:
Please call the school at 250-562-2737 if your child
will be absent or late for any reason. We will attempt
to contact families whenever there are unknown
absences. Please send a note anytime your child has
different plans for after school, whether it is using a
different bus stop or going to a friend’s home.
Permission in writing is required before we will authorize these changes.

Messages—There are many calls received for students
from parents and guardians, especially at the end of the
day. Please ensure your child knows of your plans prior
to attending school to avoid confusion.

Absentee Hotline PHONE: (250)562-2737
www.ronb.sd57.bc.ca

Regular Bell Schedule
Supervision Begins

8:20 am

Start

8:35 am

Recess

10:15am

Lunch

12:15 pm

Dismissal

2:46 pm

Supervision Ends

3:01 pm

Every Wednesday Dismissal at 1:40pm

THE MEALS PROGRAM—The Meals Program is a very nutritious lunch that is provided by a catering service.
There is a minimum payment of $30 per student per month that is due upon sign up. The payment
must accompany the permission form before the child can receive lunch from the meals program.
Payments will be for the full month, NO partial days permitted.
Ron Brent also offers a Breakfast Program. Breakfast begins at 8:05am. Breakfasts are prepared and served
(Community entrance opened at 8:05) in the multi purpose room. Students whose behaviour is not appropriate may be
removed from the breakfast program for a period of time. The start time for the breakfast program is 8:05am. Students
can not arrive before 8:05am for supervisory and safety reasons.

Strong Start: Is a drop-in preschool offered at Ron Brent for all children 0 to 5 years. Please join us for old fashion
play. It includes story, crafts, music activities, snack and pre K skills. Children must be accompanied by an adult. This
program is funded by the Ministry and is FREE to all participants. Call the school at 250-562-2737 for more information.
Hours are Monday to Friday from 8:30am—11:30am.

Parent Advisory Council: Ron Brent Elementary has a very active group of parents involved in our PAC. They are
involved in many school activities throughout the school year and meet monthly. Next meeting: Wednesday,
January 10 at 8:15am. No babysitting available at the first meeting. Babysitting may be available for future
meetings if needed.

Volunteering in the School: Volunteers are an important element of successful schools. Your involvement is
encouraged. It is required that we have a “Criminal Record Check” on file before anyone may volunteer. These forms
take time to process so please check with the office to make sure you have this in place. There is no cost to the
volunteer. This check is effective for 3 years at which time you will be notified by the District to complete a renewal form.
Crosswalk Safety—As a pedestrian : Although a crosswalk exists at every intersection, whether marked or not, it is
still your responsibility to make sure all vehicles have yielded before stepping into the crosswalk and crossing the
roadway whenever approaching a crosswalk you should remove your earphones, turn off your music, and stop texting or
talking on the phone. Be attentive when crossing. Distractions can lead to accidents.
• make your intention to cross the road known by
• extending your arm,
• illuminating an overhead light,
• or extending and waving a crosswalk flag
• make eye contact with the driver. Never assume a driver sees you.
• be especially alert for turning vehicles – many vehicle-pedestrian incidents occur with a right-turning vehicle
• wear bright coloured and ideally, reflective clothing during low-light or night conditions.
• if you are crossing at a crosswalk with overhead lights, you must push the button – it is the law (in Nova Scotia,
Canada and likely elsewhere)
• understand the laws with respect to signal lights:
• you may step off the road or curb to cross if the steady white signal is illuminated. However be particularly cautious
of right-turning vehicles.
• when the flashing ‘don’t walk’ signal is illuminated it is illegal to enter the crosswalk.
• at those crosswalks with countdown timers it is illegal to enter a crosswalk if the countdown has started, regardless
of how many seconds are showing or whether or not you believe you can safely cross => if the timer has started
it is illegal to step off the curb!
• ‘Steady Don’t Walk’ illuminated lights – by the time the light is a steady don’t walk you should already be through the
intersection, and do not enter a crosswalk when the red ‘Don’t Walk’ hand is illuminated – it is illegal to do so
• if you are not at a crosswalk as a pedestrian you must yield to all vehicles. If a vehicle has to slow down or brake to
avoid you, you have broken the law.
Remember it does not matter at all who is right or wrong if an incident occurs. While the driver will
no doubt be traumatized it is the pedestrian who will suffer physical harm, and in some cases death.
There is no value in being ‘dead right’.

