Spruceland Traditional Elementary
3508 Rainbow Drive, Prince George, B.C.
www.stes.sd57.bc.ca
Principal: Sid Jawanda

250-563-4208

Vice-Principal: Dan Petrisor

November 1st, 2019
September and October are now in the rear view mirror and we are moving quickly
towards winter.
Students at Spruceland have done a great job this year picking up our new focus on
SHARK behaviour. We earned our first school wide reward this week and had
Halloween Dances and a haunted hallway experience for everyone in the school.
We will be working towards our next school wide reward and if the students keep up
this pace, that should happen by the end of November!
Today was our last walk and talk until April 3rd. Thank you to all the parents/families
who join us on this Friday tradition.
The School District has presented us with some new options for reporting this year
and it will be a change from last year if our staff chooses to adopt one of those
options. Reporting is meant to be an ongoing communication between teacher
and home about the progress your child is making in their learning. We have 5
“reports” through the year and currently 3 of those are formal traditional report
cards (sent home at Christmas, Spring Break and at the end of June). We will still
have the 5 reports but may have a change in the number of formal reports sent
home. If these changes happen, we will then be making some changes to our
report writing days this year. I will send a notice home with any/all changes as they
happen.
As we have colder weather, it is important to remember to send your children to
school with appropriate clothing for the weather. Students are expected to stay
outside until the morning bell and will be outside for morning break and lunch unless
the weather is colder than -20 degrees Celsius (with wind chill).
Our school will be having a formal Remembrance Day assembly on November 8 th at
11am. As always, parents and caregivers are welcome to join us in this solemn
assembly to join us in paying respect to those who have sacrificed for the freedoms
we enjoy.
Sid Jawanda - Principal

Upcoming dates for
NOVEMBER 2019:
Nov. 1st – Last Walk ‘N Talk.
Resumes April 3rd.
Nov. 3rd – Daylight Savings
Time – clocks go back an
hour.
Nov. 5th – Photo Retakes
Nov. 8th – Remembrance
Day Assembly 10:30am
Nov. 11th – Remembrance
Day Holiday – No School
Nov. 29th – Non Instructional
Day – no school for
students.

Upcoming December
dates:
Dec. 5th – Toy Bingo
Dec. 18th – Even Divisions
Christmas Concert
Dec. 19th – Odd Divisions
Christmas Concert
Dec. 19th – First Formal
Report sent home
Dec. 20th – Santa Breakfast
& last day of school before
Christmas Break
Dec. 23rd – Jan. 3rd:
Christmas Break, classes
resume Monday, Jan. 6th

To ensure student safety, all visitors coming to the school between 8:45am-2:25pm
MUST:
1.) Sign in at the office and sign out when you leave.
2.) Wear a school lanyard as a guest or volunteer. This system will improve our
lists of people in the school during a lockdown or evacuation. (School special
events are an exception.)
3.) It is very important that our hallways remain quiet during class time and use
of inappropriate language is strictly prohibited.
4.) All parents wanting to be volunteers need to apply for a Police Record Check
every 3 years. Applications can be picked up at our office, you must then fill
out and drop off to the RCMP. We are happy to support all applications.
5.) All lunches for students are to be brought to the office and we will call your
child down to pick up.

With the cold weather conditions, also comes the
snow. Please remove your outdoor shoes when
entering the school, racks are provided by the door for
parent’s outdoor footwear. Students are to take their
outdoor shoes to their assigned boot racks. This will
keep our floors clean and also less slippery.
Students will soon need to be dressed for below zero
temperatures. Student In-Days are -20C including
windchill. Please ensure that your child will be dressed
warmly for the weather conditions. Proper boots, hats,
snow pants and jackets are required for students to
play comfortably outside. Extra mitts are an excellent
idea to have tucked inside of backpacks. Labelled clothing is harder to lose, so
please label your child’s clothing clearly. This is especially important for tshirts and hoodies as they are all the same.

If your child is going to be late or absent for any reason, please contact
the office at 250-563-4208.
Please also note and discuss with your child(ren) that using the office
phone is for emergencies and not to arrange after school plans.

***A reminder to parents that we still have some things due in to the
office, if you have not already done so: cultural fees, planner fees and
updated verification forms.

It is very important for
students to arrive on
time. Please check the
bell schedule to have
students arrive before
the first bell.

BELL SCHEDULE:
8:40
8:45
12:20
12:35
1:00
1:05
2:37

Warning Bell
Instruction Begins
Lunch
Outside Time
Warning Bell
Instruction Begins
Dismissal

Except on Early
Dismissal Wednesdays:
11:50
12:05
12:30
12:35
1:25

Lunch Begins
Outside Time
Warning Bell
Instruction Begins
Dismissal

If your child will be
dropped off before
8:25am, or cannot be
picked up at the new
early Wednesday
dismissal time, please
contact the principal or
vice principal.
sjawanda@sd57.bc.ca
dpetrisor@sd57.bc.ca

Every Friday is Pizza Day!
Tickets for pizza traditionally have been sold every Friday morning from 8:009:00am at the concession/kitchen window. The cost is $2.00 per slice. We have
3 options: Pepperoni, Cheese or Ham and Pineapple. Chocolate milk can be
purchased for $1.50 or apple juice for $1.00. We are also now offering
chocolate covered pretzels for $2.00.
Pizza Days in November are: Nov. 1st, Nov. 8th, Nov. 15th, And Nov. 22nd. Friday,
November 29th is a Non-Instructional Day – no school for students.

Starting November 15th, the Friday Pizza ordering format will change…
Forms will go home next Tuesday, November 5th for pizza for the remaining Fridays in November. Please
return form and exact payment to the classroom teacher by Friday, November 8th.
After that, form will be sent home the last week of each month for the following month and you will select
which Fridays you want your child to have pizza. The form, with the exact payment, will then be sent back
into the teacher with your order and payment for that month. Please note that there will be no refunds for
absent students – you may arrange to come to the school to pick up or have a sibling pick up their pizza
otherwise it will be donated. Here is a sample of what that form will look like:

Spruceland is an allergy aware school:
o Be considerate of classroom allergies when sending lunches
and snacks to school.
o Use a paper towel so the food does not touch the desk or table.
o Wash hands thoroughly after eating.

Strong Start is a free drop in for ages 0-5 from 8:45 – 11:45am., Mon. to Fri.
There is no Strong Start the first Monday of each month nor on NonInstructional Days.

Parent Advisory Council
The Spruceland Parent Advisory Committee is always looking for new volunteers to join their team. They meet
once per month and plan how they will support our students. You do not need any experience, just a desire to
be part of your child’s school. Spruceland PAC historically is a phenomenal support to our school and students
and we are very privileged to have them. To reach the PAC, you can email them at sprucelandpac@gmail.com
or through their Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/sprucelandtraditionalelementarypac/
This month’s PAC meeting is November 12th at 6pm in the library.
PAC will be hosting Toy Bingo on Dec. 5th, 2019. Any donations or games would be
gratefully appreciated. Toys can be dropped off at the office for PAC.

Two of our students, Eesha and Gavin, came up with a fundraising idea on their own to raise
money for our school foster child. They set up a Hot Chocolate sale on a weekend in October
and raised $123.75!!! Thank you so much Eesha and Gavin!

School Newsletters:
School newsletters are sent out in digital form. They are emailed out the last Friday of each month giving you
the info for the following month’s news and activities. They are also posted to our website
https://www.sd57.bc.ca/school/stes and the PAC Facebook page. There will be printed copies available for
those families that cannot access a digital copy. Please ensure the office has your current email address.

Annual Giving Tree & Christmas Hamper:
Our Annual Giving Tree will be going up in December. Please
help us decorate it by donating new gloves, scarves and hats to
families in need in our community. We are also collecting for
our Annual Christmas Hamper, please help us help our school
community by donating non-perishable food items.

We are SD 57
School District 57 is pleased to announce the addition of a new website. The site, which can be found at
sd57stories.com shares stories and information about the great things happening in our schools. The original
website, www.sd57.bc.ca will remain a place for school information, registration forms, policies, procedures
and links to specific departments. Please check out sd57stories.com for a fresh look at how School District 57
is enriching the lives of students and communities.
https://sd57stories.com

After School clubs up to Christmas Break:
Mondays:

Cooking Club
Homework Club
ASAP
Dance Program
Tuesdays:
Primary Lego Club
Homework Club
ASAP
Yoga Intermediate
Wednesdays: Exploring Artists

Staff Room
Ab. Ed. Room
StrongStart Rm
Gym
Rm 129
Ab. Ed. Room
StrongStart Rm
Library
Rm 130

Oct. 8 - Oct. 29, Nov. 4 - Dec. 2
ends Dec. 5th, will resume Jan.
ends Dec. 19, No ASAP Nov. 11
ends Dec. 9
ends Nov. 26
ends Dec. 5th, will resume Jan.
ends Dec. 19, No ASAP Nov. 11
ends Dec. 3
ends Dec. 4

Thursdays:

Kin III
Band Room
Rm 112
Ab. Ed. Room
StrongStart Rm
parents p/up at
Roller Dome
Rm 110

ends Dec. 18
ends Dec. 12
ends Dec. 12
ends Dec. 5th, will resume Jan.
ends Dec. 19, No ASAP Nov. 11

2:45 - 3:45pm
2:40 - 3:15pm
2:40 - 4:30pm
2:40 - 3:40pm
2:40 - 3:40pm
2:40 - 3:15pm
2:40 - 4:30pm
2:45 - 3:15pm
1:40 - 2:40pm
12:15 - 2:45pm
Hockey
(Ice Time: 1-2pm)
Singing Intermediate 2:40 - 3:40pm
Healing Arts Program 2:40 - 3:40pm
Homework Club
2:40 - 3:15pm
ASAP
2:40 - 4:30pm
Roller Derby
Chess Club

2:37 - 4:00pm
2:40 - 3:40pm

ends Dec. 5
ends Dec. 12

Morning gym is available to any students that are interested. It is from 8:10 – 8:35am, students
must have their indoor shoes ahead of time. Students will then go outside until the bell.

Wednesday After School Clubs locations:
Coding Club (Primary) – Library
Math Club (Primary) – Room 155 – Ms. Beach’s Room
Reading Club (Primary) – Room 157 – Mrs. Tonge’s Room
Signing Club (Intermediate) – Room 144 – Mr. Ferguson’s Room
Gym Club (Primary & Intermediate) - Gymnasium

