We are grateful to be learning on the unceded ancestral lands of the Lheidli T’enneh First Nations and the
Simpcw First Nation. Social Studies invites us to develop an understanding of the connections between peoples,
events, and land in the past, present, and future, and exploring how First Peoples’ perspectives, histories, and
knowledge have shaped and continue to shape the world is integral to our course.
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Hop in your time machine as we set off on an unforgettable voyage of historical and
geographical discovery! Starting with the broader world, we will explore the rise and
fall of global civilizations in Asia, Africa, and the Americas. Next, we will watch
Medieval Europe transition to the Renaissance and Enlightenment. Then, we will
return to the Americas to witness the exchanges between Indigenous peoples and the
colonizers and settlers who arrived from Europe. Finally, we will examine the roots of
what is now Canada and how the relationships that were formed between peoples and
nations affect us today.
As we travel and brush up on our geography skills, watch closely how the contacts and
conflicts between people led to big changes, how people reacted to those changes, and
how past events connect to current ones.
As a teacher, I will do my best to help you succeed in meeting both the goals of this course
and your own goals by making the classroom a safe and inclusive space where you get a
say in your own learning. Please do not hesitate to seek my assistance as we go!

MISSION PARAMETERS

As we journey through time and across oceans,
your mission is to seek out answers to the
following big questions:

I. How have contact and conflict
between peoples simulated
significant cultural, social, and
political change?
II. How have human and environmental
factors shaped changes in population
and living standards?
III. What were (and are) the
consequences of exploration,
expansion, and colonization for
various groups?
IV. How has changing ideas about the
world created tensions between the
people wanting to adopt new ideas
and those wanting to preserve
established traditions?

MR. T’S EXPECTATIONS
At the start of
the class, we will
work together to
create a list of
class guidelines.
The most
important thing
for me is that we
make our classroom a safe space where
everyone feels welcome and included. Treat
others how you would like to be treated and
welcome and appreciate all people, ideas,
and contributions.

MISSION ROUTINES
At the start of every class, you will open your TIME TRAVELLER LOGBOOK and
have five to ten minutes to silently answer the question written on the board.
From time to time, these will be taken in for assessment. They will also be used to
take notes in class.
The rest of our class time may include current events, mapping skills, discussions, activities,
collaboration, research, creative projects, public speaking or films. Regardless of what we are
working on, you are expected to be on task and to ask for help when you need it.
Student devices can be great learning tools for collaboration, research, and
making. They can also draw students away from their classwork, teacher,
and peers. There will be times when gadgets will be encouraged and times
when they must be put away. We will discuss this further in class.
MEASURING MISSION SUCCESS
You will demonstrate success in your mission by demonstrating your ability to think critically,
interpret evidence, assess and defend positions, and conduct inquiry related to our course
topics. These skills and processes are called competencies, and you will be graded on them in
addition to how well you have learned the content of course.
Formative assessments are to inform students about their achievement and areas for
growth, as well as to help teachers in their planning. These happen daily, and may be formal
(such as written feedback given on a writing assignment) or informal (such as verbal feedback
on a journal entry). Summative assessments are designed to assess learning outcomes from
the curriculum and determine student achievement in the course. For these assignments,
students will be informed in advance of due dates, assignment details, and criteria for grading.
Your (summative) mark will be made up of the following:
Major summative assignments (usually one per unit)

50%

E.g. projects, presentations, essays

Minor summative assignments
E.g. check-ins, time traveller log entries, creative responses

Summative assessment will be divided between things
that are more like quizzes or in-class challenges (50%)
and things that are more like projects (50%).
Assignments are due at the beginning of class. Please
come and see me if you have any questions or will
have any difficulties submitting your assignment on
time before the deadline. Do not plagiarize by
ensuring that all of the words and ideas in your
assignments are your own.

50%

ROAD MAP

CURRICULAR COMPETENCIES
By the end of the course, students
are expected to be able to do the
following:

While no journey is ever set in stone, here is
a planned timeline for our units. Current
events will be worked into the course as they
develop, offering us opportunities to connect
past to future.



0. Intro to Socials 8
September






Expectations & routines
Canadian election #44
Mapping skills




1. Rise Up: Civilizations from Around
the World
September-October







World geography
How societies were organized
Trade and exchange
World religions



2. Lighten Up: Europe from the Middle
Ages to Enlightenment
October-November







Life in the Middle Ages
The Crusades
The Renaissance
The Reformation
Scientific Revolution
Philosophical Change and the Enlightenment



CONTENT
By the end of the course, students
are expected to know the following:

3. Contact Info: The “Great’ Exchange
between Europe and the Americas
November-December








Pre-Contact Indigenous civilizations
“Exploration” and global trade
Spain and the Aztecs
The Inuit
The Northwest Passage





4. Back to Our Roots: Canada from
Contact to Colonization
December-January







Use Social Studies inquiry processes
and skills to: ask questions; gather,
interpret, and analyze ideas; and
communicate findings and decisions
Assess the significance of people,
places, events, and developments at
particular times and places
Determine what is significant in an
account, narrative, map, and text
Assess the credibility of multiple
sources and the adequacy of evidence
used to justify conclusions
Characterize different time periods in
history, including periods of progress
and decline, and identify key turning
points that mark periods of change
Determine what factors led to
particular decisions, actions, and
events, and assess their short-and
long-term consequences
Explain different perspectives on past
or present people, places, issues, and
events, and compare the values,
worldviews, and beliefs of human
cultures and societies in different times
and places
Make ethical judgments about past
events, decisions, and actions, and
assess the limitations of drawing direct
lessons from the past

Early contact and colonization
Acadia
Fur trade
New France
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social, political, and economic systems
and structures, including those of at
least one indigenous civilization
scientific and technological
innovations
philosophical and cultural shifts
interactions and exchanges of
resources, ideas, arts, and culture
between and among different
civilizations
exploration, expansion, and
colonization
changes in population and living
standards
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